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'Green' Construction Builders Target SF Homebuyers

Sue Kwon
Reporting

(CBS 5) SAN FRANCISCO There may be fewer new homes being built.

But Blake Reheis wouldn't know it. His company Dynasty Iron Doors has seen 30% increases in business for four straight years.
An energy efficient, decorative iron & glass entry door runs $7,000 dollars.

"It's got double pane glass and foam insulation," said Reheis.

He noted in the Bay Area where million dollar homes are common, homeowners are willing to pay the price.

He's one of 750 vendors at PCBC in San Francisco, the largest builder's conference & tradeshow held this week.

It's expected to attract 25,000 home buiders, contractors, and architects. That's a 15% decline because of an overall decline in home

construction.

New home construction is expected to fall to the lowest level in 10 years this year. With competition for buyers so fierce, builders are looking

for ways to attract them with "green" construction.
Justin Dunning with California Green Builder helps builders adopt environmentally friendly construction techniques and products.
"Green is taking resources, like energy, wood, water, waste, air quality and improving them by going above and beyond," he said.

From installing toilets that conserve water to using recycled materials builders are paying the extra 1 to 2% for environmentally friendly

construction. Buyers are demanding it.
"It helps builders sell homes. At the end of the day, they want to sell homes," Dunning said.

As Reheis is learning, environmentally friendly building products are also popular among homeowners with no intention to buy during the real

estate slump.
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"You can't afford to move because it's too expensive. You have a nice home and you want to upgrade. It's a nice alternative," Reheis said.
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